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SUB J : PRESS ALLEGATION THAT US URGED SOUTH AFRICA TO 
WAIT FOR AUSTRALIAN UNGA PRESIDENT 

REF: A) CANBERRA 7562 B) STATE 256690 

1. EMBASSY REVIEWED WITH DFA ON DEC 16 AUSTRALIAN PRESS REPORT, 
PUBLISHED NOV 19 (REF A), WHICH STATED THAT U.S. HAD ADVISED 
SOUTH AFRICA NOT RPT NOT TOWITHDRAW FROM UN BUT TO HOLD OUT 
FOR AUSTRALIAN GA PRESIDENT IN 1975. DFA (PIPER, FIRST ASST 
SECRETARY, INTERNATIONAL ORGANIZATIONS DIVISION) TOLD EMBOFF 
IT HAD MADE INQUIRIES IN NEW YORK AND PRETORIA AND WAS SATISFIED 
THAT PRESS REPORT WAS ERRONEOUS. EMBOFF REPEATED TO PIPER SUB- 
STANCE OF STATEMENTS IN PARA 3 OF REF B. 

2. GOING INTO SUBSTANCE OF ISSUE, HOWEVER, PIPER SAID THAT 
AUSTRALIAN MIN FOR FOREIGN AFFAIRS WILLESEE HAD ASKED DFA 
TO STUDY WHOLE ISSUE OF HAMBRO OR BOUTEFLIKA TYPE RULING ON 
SOUTH AFRICAN CREDENTIALS. WHILE STUDY NOT RPT NOT YET 
COMPLETED, PIPER NOTED THAT AUSTRALIAN PREFERENCE IS TO 
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THAN TO BY PASS THEM, AS BOUTEFLIKA DID. HOWEVER, HE NOTED THAT 
BOUTEFLIKA RULING ON SOUTH AFRICAN CREDENTIALS WAS CHALLENGED 
IN GA AND THAT CHALLENGE WAS DEFEATED BY AFRICAN-LED MAJORITY. 
UNDER THESE CIRCUMSTANCES, WHICH HE ASSUMED WOULD CONTINUE TO 
APPLY IN FUTURE, THERE WILL BE LITTLE POINT IN WILLESEE 
REPEATING HAMBRO RULING, IF THAT RULING IS SUBSEQUENTLY RE- 
PUDIATED BY AFRICAN-LED MAJORITY IN UNGA. PIPER SAID HE THOUGHT 
DEVELOPMENTS IN SOUTH AFRICA ITSELF OVER NEXT SEVERAL MONTHS 
WILL HAVE SIGNIFICANT IMPACT ON ATTITUDE OF NEXT UNGA TOWARDS 
SOUTH AFRICAN CREDENTIALS. IN THE ABSENCE OF SIGNIFICANT PROGRESS 
IN IMPROVING STATUS OF BLAKCS IN SOUTH AFRICA, PIPER ANTICIPATED 
ACTION BY AFRICAN COUNTRIES TO INTRODUCE SANCTIONS AGAINST 
GSAR AT NEXT UNGA. 

3. ON WILLESEE CANDIDACY, PIPER SAID HE HAD NOTHING NEW TO ADD, 
COMMENTING THAT AUSTRALIA STILL IS OPTIMISTIC ABOUT HIS 
CANDIDACY. HOWEVER, PIPER RECALLED THAT AUSTRALIAN RADIO DEC 13 
CARRIED REPORT THAT THERE IS GROWING INTEREST IN NEW YORK IN 
CANDIDACY OF LUXEMBOURG FOREIGN MINISTER THORN AS NEXT GA PRESI- 
DENT. DFA HAD ASKED AUSTRALIAN UN MISSION FOR ITS COMMENTS ON 
RADIO REPORT. PIPER NOTED THAT THORN CANDIDACY WOULD NOT BE 
OPEN TO KIND OF ATTACH THAT FACES TURKISH CANDIDATE, ARISING 
OUT OF CYPRUS PROBLEM. 
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